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NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Statistics  and  social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

^rea  (in  acres)  100,323 

Population  27 >34° 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1944)  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  rate  hooks  1 ,  641 

Rateable  Value  (1st*  April  1944)  £130*700 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £537  5s*  50* 


Sanitary  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  0*  H*  Blacklay,  M. D* > F* R* C* S*  (Sdin* ) 
(part  time) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (full  time)  :  John  s-  TOwnley 
Temporary  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (full  time)  :  T*  H*  Powell 
Sanitary  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (full  time)  H*  Crabtree 


Social  Conditions 

The  social  conditions  remain  unaltered*  The  residents  of 
the  districts  surrounding  Crewe  and  Nantwich  are  employed  in 
these  towns,  and  in  the  remaining  part  the  population  find 
employment  in  agriculture,  which  is  the  chief  industry  of  the 
District*  Industries  allied  with  agriculture,  in  the  form  of 
milk  and  milk  products  factories  are  situated  in  the  area*  There 
is  one  clothing  factory  which  employs  female  labour*  There  is  no 
unemployment  in  the  area* 

Vital  Statistics 


1 

total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  :  Legitimate 

465 

232 

233 

Illegitimate 

20 

1  2 

8 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

:  17*73 

STILL  BIRTHS 

•  •  • 

1 1 

4 

7 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  ••• 

:  22*17 

DEATHS  •  •  •  •  •  • 

322 

178 

144 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the 
resident  population 

:  11*77 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 

:  nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

one  year 

of  age  2- 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live 

births 

•  •  • 

41  •  23 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 

live  births 


40*  86 
50.  00 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  •••  36 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ••»  1 

Deaths  from  whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  •••  nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  1 


Particulars  of  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality 
during  the  year  which  has  received  or  requires  comment  :  None 


Deaths  :  The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  (males  and  females)  was  ••• 


20 


\ 
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There  have  been  no  cases  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which 
have  been  specially  noteworthy  in  this  area  during  the  year*  The 
conditions  of  occupation  and  environments  of  the  population  are 
healthy. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

.In  view  of  the  small  numbers  to  be  treated  it  was  not 
considered  practicable  to  hold  sessions  for  immunisation  at  the 

schools?  the  returns  of  head-teachers  showing  that  over  90;?  of 
the  children  attending  schools  in  the  area  as  having  been  immun¬ 
ised.  A  letter?  enclosing  a  free  treatment  voucher?  has  been 
sent  to  parents  of  all  outstanding  cases* 

The  position  with  respect  to  children  under  five?  whilst  far 
from  satisfactory?  is  steadily  improving  and  it  is  estimated  that 
49/.:  of  these  are  immunised.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  many 
parents  are  taking  their  children  to  their  own  doctor  for  treat¬ 
ment  under  the  council’s  Scheme  on  their  attaining  the  age  of  one 
year* 

Laboratory  Facilities 


There  have  been  no  changes  or 
nd  the  existing  arrangements  are 

Bacteriological  specimens  are 
Laboratory  of  the  University  of 
Biological  institute- 


developments  owing  to  the  war 
as  follows  : - 

examined  at  the  Public  Health 
Manchester?  and  the  Evans 


s 


Samples  of  milk  are  examined  at  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary 
Laboratory* 

Water . samples  are  submitted  to  Messrs*  Helling  and  Ardern? 
the  County  Analysts?  Manchester* 


Ambulance  Facilities 


In  my  opinion  the  ambulance  service  is  adequate?  the  follow¬ 
ing  four  vehicles  being  available  2 - 

1  Infectious  Diseases  -  maintained  by  the  Nantwich  Joint 

Hospital  Board* 

2  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  cases  -  maintained  by  Nantwich 

Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils 
jointly  under  agreement* 

3  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  cases  -  maintained  by  the  British 

Red  Cross  (Haslington) . 

4  Civil  Defence  -  One  ambulance  supplied  by  the  Cheshire  county 

Council* 


Nursing 

Professional  nursing  in 
District  is  by  District  Nurse 


Arrangements 

the  homes  of  the  people  in  the 
s?  employed  by  voluntary  Associations* 


Nurses  are  stationed  at  Acton? 
Cholmondeley?  willaston,  worleston, 
and  Haslington.  These  nurses  act  as 
districts*  No  special  provision  is 
infectious  cases  in  their  own  homes* 


Audlem?  Bunbury?  Doddington? 
Newhall?  Stapeley?  Shavington 
Midwives  in  their  respective 
made  for  the  nursing  of 


Nurses  enployed  by  the  county  Council  are  located  in  the 
Rural  District;  they  exercise  the  duties  of  School  Nurses  and 
Health  Visitors  to  cases  of  Tuberculosis* 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 


There  is  only  one  centre  of  this  type  in  the  district  which 
is  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  Haslington*  The  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  at  Nantwich  and  Alsager  are  used  by  residents  of  this 
district  living  in  the  vicinity  of  these  places* 

A  treatment  centre  for  Venereal  Disease  is  situated  at 
8?  Hurdman  Street?  Crewe?  where  cases  from  the  Rural  Area  can 
receive  treatment* 
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Hospitals 


There  is  a  large  Poor  Law  Hospital  at  Nantwich  which  serves 
the  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  of  Nantwich  and  the  Borough  of  Crewe 
to  which  a  temporary  extension  has  been  made  providing  accommodation 
for  210  beds  for  use  in  the  event  of  an  emergency* 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  at  worleston,  which  serves  the 
Rural  and  Unbar.  Districts  of  Nantwich*  It  is  capable  of  accommod¬ 
ating  twenty  adults  and  thirty  children,  and  of  treating  three  . 
diseases  at  the  same  time* 

There  is  a  Smallpox  Hospital  situated  in  the  area,  at  Ravens- 
moor,  which  provides  for  the  Nantwich  Rural  and  Urban  Districts- 

There  is  a  Cottage  Hospital  at  Nantwich  with  accommodation 
for  eighteen  patients* 

The  Nantwich  Rural  District  Council  has  been  very  concerned. I 
at  the  inadequacy  of  accommodation  for  Maternity  cases  in  the  area 
and  representations  on  this  subject  have  been  made  to  the  Cheshire 
County  Council* 

There  is  an  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Colony  for  residential 
treatment  of  Tuberculosis  cases  capable  of  some  work,  situated  in 
the  district*  This  Institution  is  situated  at  Wrenbury  Hall  and 
v/as  presented  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council  after  the  last  war  by 
the  British  Red  Cross  society  and  St*  John  Ambulance  Association* 


Water  Extensions  carried  out  during  the  Year 


Bight  hundred  yards  of  four-inch  water  main  have  been  laid  in 
Baddiley  Lane,  Baddiley  to  improve  the  supply  to  that  district* 

The  necessary  alterations  to  the  electrical  control  panels  at 
the  Crewe  Green  Booster  have  been  fixed  and  a  positive  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  supply  controlled  by  this  station  has  been 
noted- 


The  Alsager  Urban  District  Council  have  carried  out  their 
scheme  for  obtaining  a  supply  from  the  Council's  mains  near  Radway 
Grec-n,  this  supply  under  the  present  agreement  not  to  exceed  fifty- 
thousand  gallons  per  day* 

Although  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Congleton  Rural 
District  Council  for  a  supply  of  up  to  five  thousand  gallons  per 
day  to  premises  within  the  parish  of  Blton,  it  has  not  yet  been 
found  possible  to  carry  out  more  than  the  fixing  of  the  necessary 
connecting  portion  of  the  main  within  this  Council’s  area,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  work  no  doubt  will  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as 
the  materials  and  labour  are  available* 


The  Council  in  theirr  endeavours  to  restrict  wastage  to  a  min¬ 
imum  have  appointed  a  water  inspector  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  re¬ 
washer  defective  taps  and  report  instances  of  wastage  or  misuse  of 
water*  Already  this  appointment  has  proved  beneficial?  and  consid¬ 
erable  quantities  of  water  have  been  saved  by  the  prompt  attention 
of  the  owners  to  defects  reported  by  the  inspector* 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  provided  with  a  piped  supply  of 
pure  water  from  three  sources,  viz*  -  Bearstone  Pumping  Station, 
Crewe  Corporation’s  main,  and  Liverpool  corporation  mains*  The 
supply  is  constant  under  adequate  pressure  and  few  complaints 
been  received  as  to  the  quantity  or  quality,  during  the  year* 

During  the  year  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water 
from  all  sources  have  been  made  and  in  all  cases  the  r 
proved  highly  satisfactory- 

The  analyses  have  shown  no  inclination  to  plumbo- solvency  and 
no  cases  of  contamination  have  been  reported* 


hav  e 


suits  have 


Only  a  very  small  number  of  dwelling 
with  water  from  the  mains,  and  the  number 
from  a  common  standpipe  is  now  reduced  to 

Water  Extensions  proposed 


houses  are  not  supplied 
of  dwellings  supplied 
a  few  isolated  cases* 

for  1945 

The  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  the  erection  of. 
new  pumping  station  and  softening  plant  with  additional  •electric¬ 
ally  operated  pumps  capable  of  raising  seventy-five  thousand 
gallons  per  hour  ha 
Bearstone  Scheme- 


been  received  in  connection  with  the  council’ 


-  I  - 


A 


* 


Tenders  are  about  to  be  invited  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
work,  and  it  is  hoped  the  work  will  be  commenced  in  the  early 
spring  of  1945* 

The  Council  have  approved  a  scheme  entailing  an  expenditure 
of  £30,000  for  the  laying  of  additional  lengths  of  main  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  with  the  object  of  irrproving  supplies?  and 
application  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  powers  to  carry  out  this 
work  will  be  made  at  an  early  date- 

Consideration  is  being  given  by  the  Council  to  a  proposal  for 
increasing  the  supply  of  waller  to  the  Nantwich  Urban  District 
Council-  This  proposal  will  entail  the  laying  of  mains  estimated 
to  cost  approximately  £1  3,000,  but  up  to  the  present  no  definite 
scheme  has  been  agreed  between  the  two  councils- 

Application  has  been  received  from  the  Drayton  Rural  District 
for  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  a  supply  could  be  given  to  the 
Adderley  district  of  their  area,  and  a  scheme  is  being  considered 
to  attain  this  project- 

Sewage  and  Drainage 


Improvements  to  the  sewerage  system  at  the  rear  of  premises 
in  Middlewich  Road,  Wistaston,  by  the  construction  of  a  septic 
tank  and  the  re-laying  of  several  lengths  of  drain  have  been 
carried  out* 

To  abate  nuisances  in  various  parts  of  the  district  arising 
from  accumulations  of  sewage  in  open  ditches,  the  Council  have 
approved  schemes  for  the  piping  of  same-  This  temporary  method 
will  no  doubt  be  continued  until  such  times  as  the  Council  are  in 
a  position  to  carry  out  more  permanent  works  of  sewerage  in  the 
more  populous  parts  of  the  area- 

To  relieve  a  very  serious  condition  of  flooding  in  the  Par 
Heath  area  of  Haslington  Parish,  a  scheme  costing  approximately 
£281 -1 0-0  has  been  agreed  upon,  and  the  work  will  be  commenced  as 
soon  as  possible- 

In  connection  with  the  proposed  housing  schemes,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  construct  whole  lengths  of  sewers,  and  in  the  areas 
where  no  sewerage  system  exists,  small  sewage  disposal  plants  will 
be  necessarily  included  in  the  estimates  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
for  their  approval- 

The  Council,  in  conjunction  with  the  authorities  in  Crewe 
Borough  and  Nantwich  Urban  Districts  are  continuing  their  invest¬ 
igations  into  the  possibilities  of  formulating  a  scheme  for  the 
most  efficient  and  desirable  treatment  of  sewage  from  areas 
adjacent  to  these  districts- 

Housing 

Two  houses  which  had  been  left  unfinished  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  have  now  been  completed- 

Six  houses  for  agricultural  workers,  two  in  the  parish  of 
Audlem,  two  in  Bickerton  and  two  in  Cholmondeston  have  been  erected 
during  the  year  under  the  Government  assisted  scheme- 

Sites  are  being  negotiated  for,  in  connection  with  the _ 
Council's  post-war  housing  scheme-  The  sites  selected  are  in  the 
Parishes  of  Alpraham  (6),  Acton  (14)?  Bunbury  (l3),  shavington  (22), 
Weston  (l0),  willaston  (26),  wrenbur.y  (20),  worleston  (6), 

Audlem  (24)  and  Hankelow  (4)* 

Designs  for  the  various  types  of  houses  proposed  to  be  built, 
together  with  the  lay-out  plans  on  each  of  the  above  sites  have 
been  submitted  and  approved  by  the  Council  and  Town  planning 
Authority  and  the  County  Council-  It  is  hoped  to  submit  these 
early  in  the  year  to  the  Government  for  their  approval  so  that  the 

Council  can  be  in  a  position  to  commence  building  operations 
immediately  the  Government  give  sanction-  The  Council  have  consid¬ 
ered  the  question  of  erecting  a  number  of  ’’temporary  houses51  of  the 
pre-fabricated  type,  but  in  view  of  the  remote  possibility  of  this 
type  of  house  being  available  to  rural  and  un-damaged  areas,  no. 
definite  steps  have  been  taken  to  obtain  sites,  and  no  application 
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has  yet  "been  made  to  the  Government  for  any  allocation  to  the 
district* 

Rivers  and  Streams  Pollution 

Action  has  "been  necessary  in  several  instances  in  conjunction 
with  the  staff  of  the  Cheshire  county  council*  in  cases  arising 
out  of  war  conditions*  Representation  to  the  appropriate  authorit¬ 
ies  has  produced  satisfactory  results* 

Closet  Accommodation 

There  are  approximately  1*170  pail  closets  in  the  populous 
and  closely  built  up  areas  of  the  district  and  a  conversion  scheme 
must  be  put  into  operation  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit*  In 
some  parishes  conversion  could  be  proceeded  with  without  difficulty 
but  in  others  sewer  extensions  and  reconstruction  and  enlargement 
of  sewage  disposal  facilities  will  be  necessary* 


Public  Cleansing 

Whilst  the  majority~ofr  tne  built  up  areas  of  the  district  now 
receive  the  service  a  large  part  of  the  area  has  no  service  at  all, 

and  it  is  hoped  that  now  the  special  rates  have  been  pooled  and 
the  financial  handicap  thus  removed,  a  scheme  for  the  whole  of  the 
area  will  be  put  into  operation  as  soon  as  the  necessary  labour 
ana  transport  can  be  made  available* 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  cleansing 
Superintending  which  deals  with  this  matter  is  attached  hereto. 

Shops  and  Offices 

Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  and  no  infringements 
found* 


Canping  Sites 


There  are  no  canping  sites  in  the  district  and  when  applic¬ 
ations  for  licences  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  for  individual  caravans  on  isolated  sites  are  made,  each 
case  is  considered  by  the  Council  on  its  own  merits* 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  public  or  private  swimming  baths  or  pools  in 
this  area* 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

(1)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  :~ 

fa)  Council  House  :  1 
(b)  Other  Houses  :  2 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  :  3 

(2)  Method  employed  when  cases  do  arise  is  the  use  of  liquid 
insecti  ci  de* 

(3)  Method  employed  to  ensure  belongings  of  tenant  are  free 
from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  Houses  :  nil* 

(4)  Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  Local  Authority  as 
required  by  arrangement* 

(3)  Advice  is  given  to  occupiers  of  houses  after  disin¬ 
festation* 


Schools 


The  sanitary  conditions  at  the  schools  is  generally  good, 
but  there  is  room  for  considerable  improvements  in  closet  accomm¬ 
odation*  All  schools  have  a  wholesome  and  adequate  supply  of 

mains  water*  cooked  meals  and  milk  are  provided  daily  at  all 
schools  in  the  area* 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  - 
Cholmondeley  C*  of  e*  School  »  13th.  September  to  2nd*  October, 
for  Measles;  Marbury  C*  of  E*  School,  3rd*  to  20th*  March,  for 
. whooping  cough;  Wistaston  council  School,  3rd.  to  20th*  February, 
for  Chicken  Pox* 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  pood 


There  are  724  farms  licenced  under  the  Accredited  Milk  Scheme? 
and  33  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  of  two  pasteurisation  plants  in 
the  District  and  samples  are  taken  regularly  and  submitted  for 
examination* 

Nutrition 


No  steps  have  been  taken  to  increase  knowledge  on  the  above 
subject  by  this  Authority. 

Shell  Fish 

There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  District* 


Infectious  Diseases 

There  were  75  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  against  87  last  year* 
Diphtheria  cases  numbered  4?  showing  a  decrease  of  1  0  on  last  year* 

Ninety-three  sputum  specimens  were  examined  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  three  found  to  be  positive* 

Thirty-five  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  of  which 
twenty-four  were  pulmonary. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  death  from  Tuberculosis  which  had 
not  previously  been  notified* 


Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944 


Age 

Periods 


NEW  CASES 


a^THS 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
M  •  F  M  F  M  F  M  F 


0  - 

1 

5  - 

15  2  3 

25  5  4 

35  4  2 

45  3  1 

55  - 

65  - 

&  upwards _ _ _ 

14  1 0 

24 


3 

2 


2 

3 

1 


0 


total  cases 


7  Cl 
^0 


total  deaths 


Number  of  Cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at 

the  end “of  the  Year 


Males 


Females 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pul  mo  nary  TOTAL 

43 


55 


58 


Prevention  of  Blindness 


54 


210 


No  action  has  beer,  taken  by  this  Authority* 

Notifiable  Disease 

The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases  which  were  reported  during  the  year* 

Cases  Removed 
Notified  to  HQ so it al 

Scarlet  Fever  75  68  nil 

Diphtheria  4  4  nil 


Deaths 


-  6  - 


Cases 

Notified 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Pneumonia 

1  2 

nil 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

nil 

nil 

Erysipelas 

5 

nil 

nil 

Whooping  cough  • • * 

73 

nil 

nil 

Measles 

365 

nil 

1 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

nil 

Dysentery 

3 

nil 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  showing 

the  Incidence 

of 

cases  in 

various  Age  Periods 
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+ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2  years 

+ 

6 

1 
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— 
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+ 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

+ 

6 

— 

— 

5 

4- 

30 

1 

1 

— 

1 0  " 
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The  most  urgent  problem  facing  the  Council  in  the  post-war 
years  is  that  of  housing*  The  position  before  the  war  was  serious 
especially  in  the  truly  rural  parts  of  the  district  where  private 
enterprise  had  not  contributed  to  housing  needs*  Apart  from  the 
general  shortage?  *many  new  houses  will  be  required  to  replace 
individual  unfit  houses  and  relieve  overcrowding  which  has  been 
aggravated  by  war  conditions*  Another  important  problem  to  be 
faced  is  the  extension  of  amenities  which  until  now  have  been  the 
privilege  of  the  populous  areas?  such  as  public  cleansing  and 
sewage  disposal  facilities?  and  electricity?  to  mention  a  few? 
which  are  vitally  important  for  the  maintenance  of  a  high  standard 
of  health* 

It  can  be  foreseen  that  the  duties  of  your  Public  Health 
Department  will  be  considerably  extended  in  post-war  years?  and  the 
question  of  additional  staff  to  cope  with  the  extra  work  will 
undoubtedly  have  to  be  considered  in  due  course* 


OLIVER  H*  BLACKLAY?  M* D* ? F* R* C* S*  (Edin* ) 


Nantwich* 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR ’ S  REPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District  Council 


Gentlemen? 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  tenth  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  the  31  st«  December  1944* 

Inspections 


Public  Health  Act?  1936  •••  •••  1,373 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926  •  •  •  •  •  •  y$Q 

Factories  Act  1937  •••  •••  23 

Housing  Act  1936  •••  56 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  ...  ...  93 

Infectious  Diseases  •••  •  ••  171 


Total  2,046 


infectious  Diseases 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  and 
appropriate  action  taken 


Scarlet  Fever  •  •  •  •  •  •  73 

Diphtheria  •  •  •  •  • •  4 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  78 

Measles  * • •  • ♦ •  363 

pneumonia  • • •  . . .  12 

Dysentery  ...  ...  3 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever  ...  1 

Erysipelas  • •  •  ...  5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  • • *  ...  3 


Refuse  Accommodation 

In  the  parishes  where  scavenging  is  in  operation  ashbins  are 
provided  at  all  premises,  and  approximately  3,323  ashbins  are 
emptied  fortnightly. 

Surveys  of  refuse  accommodation  have  been  made  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  parishes  which  do  not  at  present  receive  the  scavenging 
service?  to  facilitate  extension  of  the  service  as  soon  as  circum¬ 
stances  permit  Alpraham?  Bunbury?  Calveley;  Baddington?  Newhall? 
Sound,  wr anbury*  "  !.  . 

Public  Cleansing 

At  the  end  of  the  year  ten  parishes?  namely  -  willaston, 
Wistaston?  shavington?  Hough?  Chorlton?  Basford?  Rope,  Wybunbury, 
Stapeley,  and  woolstanwood,  were  scavenged  by  direct  labour  with 
horse-drawn  vehicles;  and  three  parishes?  namely  -  Haslington? 

Crewe  Green  and  Weston  by  direct  labour  and  motor  transport;  and 
four  parishes,  namely  -  Audlem?  worleston,  stoke  and  Wardle?  by 
contract* 

The  service  in  the  parishes  referred  to  above  has  been 
regularly  maintained  in  spite  of  labour  and  transport  problems* 

The  operation  of  a  motor  refuse  collection  vehicle  which  is 
adaptable  for  nightsoil  collection  has  eliminated  the  difficulties 
experienced  for  some  time  at  Haslington?  and  made  it  possible  to 
include  the  parish  of  Crewe  Green  under  direct  labour?  and  bring 
Woolstanwood  into  the  scavenged  area* 

When  tenders  were  invited  for  the  Audlem  scavenging  contract 
which  expired  at  the  end  of  the  year?  none  was  received-  The 
existing  contractor  whilst  not  agreeable  to  sign  an  annual 
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contract?  undertook  to  carry  on  for  an  unspecified  time  on  a 
monthly  basis*  Should  he  give  up?  the  Council  will  he  faced  with 
having  to  undertake  the  work  by  direct  labour  making  the  best  use 
of  existing  transport  and  labour  facilities?  at  present  engaged 
on  Salvage  collection* 

The  Council  has  considered  a  scheme  for  the  removal  of  house¬ 
hold  refuse  and  nightsoil  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  area?  to  be 
operated  by  motor  transport  and  direct  labour?  and  has  accepted  it 
as  a  basis  for  post-war  development  of  the  Public  Cleansing  service* 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  1 91 9 

As  from  the  1st*  of  January  1944  the  council  became  the 
agents  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  under  the  above  Act  with 
respect  to  non-agri cultural  premises  in  the  Nantwich  Rural  Area- 

During  the  year  under  review  twenty-two  contracts  were 
entered  into  at  a  total  cost  of  £1i4“l4“°‘ 

Thirteen  of  twenty-two  contracts  were  undertaken  on  an  annual 

basis  as  the  premises  concerned  were  such  as  to  be  highly  suscept¬ 
ible  to  infestation* 

An  employee  of  the  council  carries  out  the  duties  of  rat¬ 
catcher  on  a  part-time  basis  and  treatment  is  carried  out  on 

lines  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  pood* 

Canal  Boats 

Several  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Canal  but  no  boats  were 
seen*  No  applications  were  received  for  registration  of  any  boats* 

Housing 

During  the  year  it  became  increasingly  difficult  to  get 
works  of  essential  repair  carried  out*  Those  builders  who  are 
available  for  work  in  the  area  are  all  in  great  demand  and  the 
small  jobs  of  maintenance  and  repair  at  residential  property? 
which  are  vitally  necessary?  seem  to  be  taking  second  place  to 
the  bigger  jobs  which  in  many  cases  could  not  be  justified  as 
being  so  essential  from  a  Public  Health  standpoint*  In  consequence 
considerable  delay  is  being  experienced?  and  deterioration 
greatly  accelerated* 

Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act?  1936  has  involved 
the  service  of  55  Preliminary  and  24  Statutory  Notices*  Thirty 
Preliminary  Notices  and  seventeen  statutory  Notices  were  complied 
with* 

It  is  estimated  that  over  5^600  houses  will  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  Rural  Housing  survey?  required  by  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  No*  64/44*  To  expedite  the  survey  work  entailed 
additional  Sanitary  Inspection  Staff  with  adequate  clerical 
assistance  will  be  imperative  if  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  to  be  effectively  carried  out*  Until  the  staff 
can  be  provided  only  slow  progress  can  be  anticipated?  with 
concentration  made  on  those  houses  requiring  reconstruction  and 
demolition* 

Licences  were  issued  with  repect  to  three  houses  under 
Regulation  68a?  of  the  Defence  (G-enerai)  Regulations- 

Milk  supply 

There  were  1  ?375  registered  producers  of  milk  in  the  area 
at  the  end  of  the  year*  Of  these  33  "Tuberculin  Tested"? 

and  724  ’'Accredited"*  Twenty-five  notices  for  repairs  and 
alterations  to  shippons  and  dairies  were  served* 

Licences  were  granted  under  the  Milk  (special  Designations) 


Orders  as  follows  : - 

"Pasteurised"  2 
"Tuberculin  Tested"  (Bottler’s  Licence)  3 
"Tuberculin  Tested"  (supplementary)  1 
"Accredited"  (Bottler’s  Licence)  1 
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Samples  taken  in  connection  with  these  licences  produced  the 
following  results 


22  "Pasteurised" 

1  "Tuberculin  Tasted"  "(Pasteurised) 
1 6  "Tuberculin  Tested"  «  *  . 


22  complied 
1  complied 
11  complied 


In  addition  ten  samples  of  bulked  milk  submitted  to  heat 
treatment,  but  which  is  sold  as  non-designat ed  milk  were 
taken  and  all  complied  with  the  prescribed  tests  for  the 
designation  "Pasteurised"* 

There  were  174  dairymen  retailing  milk  in  the  area,  and  out 
of  62  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  sediment  test,  4  were 
found  to  be  heavily  contaminated* 

Informal  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925?  with  respect  to 
two  dairymen  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  tract* 


pood  and  Drugs  Ret,  193& 


There  have  been  no  slaughterhouses  operating  in  this  area 
during  the  year*  Licences  were  issued  with  respect  to  twenty- 
eight  slaughterhouses* 

Inspections  of  food  were  made  at  warehouses  and  shops  and 
approximately  1  3^2  lbs*  of  food,  which  was  chiefly  tinned  goods, 
were  condemned* 


Factories  Act,  1937 


Two  notices  were  served  under  Section  7?  and  were  corplied 

with* 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J*  S*  townley 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and 

Cleansing  Superintendent 
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